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The View From the Podium
From Where I Stand...

WHAT YOU'LL FIND INSIDE:

YULETIDE REFLECTIONS

Eric Benjamin

A CHILD'S CHRISTMAS

"Art comes to you proposing frankly to give nothing but the

CHILDREN'S CHORUS

highest quality to your moments as they pass."

CONCERT & MESSIAH

- Walter Pater (1839-1894)
As if the moments of the Christmas season need a little more
special quality to make them noticeable or bearable. But,
without the music of the holiday, imagine how different the
celebration would be. Just think of your favorites...they can
be favorites for a number of reasons: the lyric content, the
memory of a moment that the song attached to in a past
experience, the melody sounding from the choir loft or even
above the chaos of the shopping mall.
The Yuletide Celebration concert is an opportunity to
encounter some of those melodies again, where they can
become the grist for new experiences, and may be born again
for the listener. This is how I've thought of these beloved
tunes as I have imagined them in new arrangements and
compositions I have made expressly for these concerts during
my tenure as music director.

NEW BOARD & STAFF!
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Music for a Christmas Morning was composed in 2009
and was first performed under the title Music for a
December Day. As much as I have loved the holiday for
all of its rich imagery and meanings, this piece is "about"
two rather personal reflections: the rapid percussion of
my young sons' feet hurtling down the stairs one
Christmas morning about twenty-five years ago and the
sound of a cold wind blowing snow against icicles outside
a window in the house I grew up in in Vermont. Random
impressions, to be sure, and very subjective, but, in a

ERIC SPORTING 'PIGS COULD FLY' SOCKS

context that includes some familiar songs, I hope they
contribute to a kind of kaleidoscopic experience for all
involved.

Traditional Christmas melodies play a role - Here we go a-wassailing, In dulci jubilo and God Rest Ye
Merry, Gentlemen is given a dramatic rendering in the middle of the piece. God Rest Ye is a Christmas
tune in minor mode, with a rather earnest and lamenting tone and is counterpointed with the 16th century
round Hey Ho, Nobody Home that also seems to be smiling through tears, while enjoining charity of its
listeners. Members of the brass section play from offstage to expand the sonic dimensions of the musical
experience, reconvening on stage to create a grand, energetic finale. Setting the traditional songs in relief
is an original melody that, I think, makes the piece less an exercise in "Name That Tune?" and makes it
all more of a musical memoir.
A Child's Christmas in Wales is a narrative by the Welsh poet Dylan Thomas, originally created for a BBC
radio program in 1952. I conceived a setting of the poem for narrator(s), chorus and orchestra in 2016.
Thomas' words are so full of music on their own (...And I remember that we went singing carols once,
when there wasn't the shaving of a moon to light the flying streets...) that they hardly need an orchestra,
but too few people know the work and I hope that my setting gives audiences a unique opportunity to
become acquainted with it, along with traditional Welsh melodies - Deck the Hall, Hosanna, Suo Gan and
All Through The Night. Part of the music of Christmas eve in Wales is the singing of lullabies, and at one
point in my piece, everyone joins in the tradition of a cappella singing en masse. Thomas' delightful
memoir of a festive day concludes with the image of the child falling asleep, secure and loved.
We'll be joined by two very special guests who will perform in A Child's Christmas. Lili Gamache is an
accomplished actor and a dear friend from my high school years in Vermont. Richard Travers, though not
unfamiliar to Tuscarawas Philharmonic audiences for his keyboard performances on country and Celtic
concerts, makes his debut as a narrator, intoning Thomas mellifluous text. There will be other works on
the program, of course, by other composers...Englebert Humperdinck, Gustav Holst, Leroy Anderson, to
name a few...but they aren't writing this article.
We'll rejoice in the season, the music and the friendships in this Yuletide Celebration. Everyone stay safe
and healthy and I'll see you there.

Memories and Dreams
Saturday, December 11 at 7:30 PM (PAC)

The Tuscarawas Philharmonic Yuletide Celebration is all you could want a holiday concert to be resplendent holiday sounds, children’s voices singing beloved songs and unique new works unwrapped
especially for you! This year we feature Eric Benjamin’s setting of Dylan Thomas’ classic Christmas
memoir with our old friend Richard Travers narrating. The Dover High School Treble Choir, Tuscarawas
Philharmonic Children’s Chorus and The Ars Nova Chorus.
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CHILDREN'S CHORUS
WINTER CONCERT

MESSIAH

The Tuscarawas Philharmonic will be

On Sunday, December 5th at 3:00 PM,

hosting back-to-back free concerts during

again at the Dover High School auditorium,

the first weekend of December. On

the Tuscarawas Philharmonic orchestra will

Saturday, December 4th at 3:00 PM, the

perform Handel's Messiah. Joined by the

Tusc Phil Children's Chorus will be

Tusc Phil Adult Chorus, the KSU

performing at the new Dover High School

Tuscarawas University Chorus, and the

auditorium, featuring guest artist The

Dover High School Ars Nova Singers,

Kodachrome Babies. Directed by Laura
Barkett and accompanied by Grace Pauley,
the Children's Chorus will perform a
selection of songs -- a perfect way to get
into the Christmas spirit before the Dover
holiday parade.

directed by Eric Benjamin.
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MEET OUR NEW BOARD AND STAFF
Thomas is in his 3rd year as Assistant Professor of Music
and Director of Bands at Walsh University. Before his
current position, he was a music educator in Alliance City
Schools for 3 years and The College of Wooster for 8
years. Thomas is timpanist with the Tuscarawas
Philharmonic Orchestra and percussionist with the Ohio
Light Opera Orchestra.
Thomas has performed concerts with orchestras on
marimba, timpani, steel pans, and world percussion. He
was solo xylophonist during two tours of the Eastern

THOMAS ROBLEE - BOARD MEMBER

United States with the Scot Symphonic Band and
continues performing percussion events regularly.
Thomas works actively with Educational Service Centers
of Ohio and local schools, presenting demonstrations of
traditional African percussion music and creating cultural
exchange opportunities with Ghanaian dance troupe
Saakumu.

Sarah Spies serves as the Programming and
Communications Coordinator for the East Central Ohio
ESC, where she plans educational programming for K-12
students in the area. She graduated from Kent State
University at Tuscarawas with her bachelor's in English
and continued her education at the University of
Michigan, earning a master's in Higher Education. In her
spare time, she participates in shows at Little Theatre of
Tuscarawas County and serves as a board member of the
Tuscarawas Arts Partnership. She is grateful for the

SARAH JANE SPIES - BOARD MEMBER

opportunity to further her passion for art and education
through the Tuscarawas Philharmonic.

Shana Angel owns and operates Angel Family Farms with
her husband, Jonathan. She also works part time as a
program assistant at Rural Action, and at the YMCA as a
personal trainer. Shana's favorite thing to do is to spend
time on the farm with Jonathan and their two young kids,
Kenton and Nola. Shana enjoys many hobbies including
singing in the church choir, playing bassoon poorly,
cooking, and helping to build thriving communities in
Tuscarawas County. Shana owns a number of farm

SHANA ANGEL - BOARD MEMBER

animals including several cows, a herd of goats named
after female scientists, and a Facebook famous (and
locally notorious) pig named Hamilton.
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MEET OUR NEW BOARD AND STAFF
Renee Stemple is the new Librarian and Personnel
Manager for the Tuscarawas Philharmonic and is thrilled
to be working with such a talented group of musicians.
She has been involved with music since elementary
school. She is a saxophone player by trade, but dabbles
in a few other instruments for fun! Renee is originally
from the Pittsburgh, PA area but came to Ohio to attend
Kent State University where she studied American Sign
Language. While at Kent, she was involved in many
musical ensembles and organizations, but most
importantly, the Marching Golden Flashes, as this was
where she met her future husband and Tusc. Phil Bass
Trombone, Matt Stemple! They have a five year old son
who has a passion for music like his mother and father.

RENEE STEMPLE
LIBRARIAN / PERSONNEL MANAGER

Renee is currently located in the Massillon area and is
involved with a few community bands as well, such as the
Wadsworth Community Band. She is looking forward to
this new venture and working with this marvelous
organization.

Mary Cooper graduated from Dover High School and
played cello in the Tuscarawas Philharmonic during her
senior year with the assistance of her teacher, Louise
Lang. She graduated from Ohio University with a
Bachelors degree in music education with cello as her
major instrument. She lived in Oklahoma for 28 years and
maintained a private music studio for piano and string
students. There she was a member of the Tulsa
Accredited Music Teachers Association and the
Oklahoma Music Teachers Association, serving on
executive councils in both organizations. After moving
back to Dover in 2009, she immediately rejoined the cello

MARY COOPER - BOARD MEMBER

section of Tuscarawas Philharmonic and began a new
private music studio. She also worked with Larry Gillespie
as Assistant Orchestra Director in the Dover City Schools
from 2010-2013. She currently serves as President of the
Tuscarawas Holmes Music Teachers Association as well
as the strings program director for the Tuscarawas
Philharmonic Performing Arts Camp. Mary has 3 grown
children and 5 grandchildren.

