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About our Sponsors
Tuscarawas Philharmonic
appreciates the ongoing support of
our patrons and sponsors.
This concert is made possible
through generous contributions
from:
Season Sponsor:
• Provia
Guarantors:
• Dover Chemical
• The Geib Family and Staff
• Provia

“What has sound got to do
with music!”

• James and Linda Angel Rice
• Tuscarawas County
Community Foundation
Sponsors
• Quaker Digital Academy
Co-Sponsors
• John S. Elliker
• Bob and Glenda Slater
• Tuscarawas County
Convention and Visitors Bureau
Thank you for enabling us to
provide the highest quality music
and music education to the citizens
of Tuscarawas County and beyond!

So exclaims Charles Ives in one of his essays. Ives the Transcendentalist
was referring to the way music sings as a voice in our heads and hearts, our
inner ears ringing with the familiar sounds of old songs and the new ones
that might spring from our imaginations.
The phrase comes to mind as I regard the prospect of a holiday season
without the Tuscarawas Philharmonic performances of Messiah and the
Yuletide Celebration. This is the first year in the twenty-five seasons since
I joined the Philharmonic that we are "dark" in December - a phrase that
can make me shiver with shock...and also with a kind of creative thrill.
I have always viewed those concerts as particularly potent gatherings familiar music and some not-so-familar, selected, prepared, polished and
presented to an audience that is especially ready for some magic; more
disposed than usual to listen deeply and respond with enthusiasm.
The lead-up for me has been, until the past few seasons, two months of
joyous Saturday morning rehearsals with the kids' chorus. I got to be a
combination of kids' soccer coach, Harold Hill, the Pied Piper, Peter Pan
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and a kid myself. And no performers I have ever worked with came at the
material with more conviction than did the many TPCC members over those
years. (And, in more recent years, I experienced joy in watching that stellar
alum of the program, Laura Barkett, take over the leadership with her bag of
miraculous tricks).
Well, none of that this year. Except - you will all have seen the compiled
video performance of "Here in My House", the traditional (well, here at
least) classic by Aline Shader that is now on the Philharmonic website and
soon to go viral worldwide on December 12th at 7:00 p.m.

Tuscarawas
Philharmonic
Children’s Chorus
Tuscarawas Philharmonic is
pleased to partner with
Tuscarawas County music
teachers to provide this season’s
performances as an online venue
for classroom learning. For our
December performance,
students in grades K-12 have
shared their talents as part of our
Children’s Chorus in virtual
accompaniment to our orchestra.
These video performances are
designed for teachers to use
whole, in part, or in conjunction
with the orchestra’s grant-funded
“LinkUp” education program. We
are proud to play this important
role in music education for
Tuscarawas County!

And most seasons featured a Messiah chunk - beloved music prepared by
the ad hoc chorus of devoted community members who definitely sang for
love not money and delivered whole-hearted performances of music that
defines the holiday experience for so many. That music rings in our
memories, certainly. One performance that ever does so is the one we did
several years ago when we first performed at Sacred Heart in New
Philadelphia. Space allowed only for a minimized orchestra, which, it
turned out, was perfectly suited to the crystalline acoustic, that also took
voices and made them spin in the air. Handel's masterpiece was born anew
for me in that moment.
That music inhabits memories, but it also holds forth in our hopes for the
not-too-distant future. We all have viewed the century-old photos of folks
in masks shopping or walking to church and, prior to this year, we did so
with the same wonder we might experience if we discovered that they were
taken on the surface of the moon. The masks were put away, eventually,
and even that generation grew to regard the experience as distant enough
not to even recall it for us in stories at family gatherings. So it will be for
us, and we'll return to the living experience of making the music together
with, I fully expect, an increased love for that magic.
Until then, the music is played in seclusion or in guarded moments at home.
Or, it stirs in our memory and imagination.
Wishing everyone a safe, holiday season, with a difference that can be
savored, too.
Eric

The passing of the torch...

When one thinks of an orchestra, what’s the rst
thing that comes to mind? Well, there are the
musicians on stage; woodwinds, brass, percussion, and strings blending
harmoniously to breathe life into notes on a page. Then there’s the
conductor, the leader at the helm. And, of course, there’s the music. But,
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what’s behind the scenes is equally important although not always recognized or appreciated for its crucial role – the
orchestra’s Executive Director. As 2020 nears its close, Tuscarawas Philharmonic bids a fond farewell to our retiring
Executive Director, Sallie Stroup
The role of an orchestra’s Executive Director is multi-faceted and requires wearing many hats. First, the chosen
candidate must have a thorough understanding of the orchestra’s mission, history, and present condition. A
successful leader is also a keen visionary with the ability and tenacity to implement changes that ensure not only the
orchestra’s survival, but its ability to conquer new challenges and thrive. Secondly, the Executive Director must have
not only artistic knowledge, but nancial savvy as well. The Executive Director works closely with grant
foundations, sponsors, endowments, accountants, vendors, and oversees all nancial operations to maintain the
orchestra’s ability to provide the highest quality performances possible. Lastly, a successful Executive Director must
be a “people person” with the agility to engage a diverse community on all levels. This is perhaps most important as
the Executive Director serves as the conduit between musicians, musical director, board of directors, sta , sponsors,
educators, and the public. No small feat, to be sure! As Executive Director, Sallie has not only lled every above role,
she has done so with acuity, wit, charm, empathy, and humor
A Stark County native, Sallie began her career as a bass trombonist with the Canton Youth Symphony under the
baton of Tuscarawas Philharmonic’s late conductor, Margery Henke. She then pursued a degree in Music Education
at University of Colorado where she met and married Steven Stroup (TPO Principal Hornist). The couple moved
back to Ohio and joined Tuscarawas Philharmonic in 1979 in addition to accepting teaching positions in Tuscarawas
County. Throughout her tenure, Sallie served as a music educator for Alliance City Schools, Stasburg Local Schools,
Sandy Valley Local Schools, and New Philadelphia Local Schools where she eventually entered administration and
became Principal of Welty Middle School. Upon accepting the invitation to become Executive Director for
Tuscarawas Philharmonic, Sallie worked diligently to create a cohesive bond between orchestra musicians, sta , and
musical director; expanded the Children’s Chorus to a year-round venue; and built a solid Education Committee that
works with Tuscarawas County music teachers in collaboration with Carnegie Hall’s educational “Link Up Program.”
We at Tuscarawas Philharmonic are extremely fortunate and grateful to Sallie for her leadership for the past ve
years. Although she is retiring from her position as Executive Director, Sallie will continue to be active as an
advocate for the orchestra and mentor to our sta . In Sallie’s words she states, “It has been my honor to work with
all these amazing people! I have con dence I am leaving them in the very capable hands of Clare Cannizzaro and she
will have all the support she will need from our amazing Tuscarawas Philharmonic family!”
Thank you, Sallie, for everything you have done for Tuscarawas Philharmonic…

An interview with Tuscarawas Philharmonic’s
new Executive Director: Clare Cannizzaro…
Tuscarawas Philharmonic is pleased to announce the appointment of our new
Executive Director, Clare Cannizzaro! As a woman of many talents with a
diverse arts background, Clare was chosen unanimously by our orchestra’s
board of directors to serve as successor to our retiring Executive Director,
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Sallie Stroup. The following interview, in Clare’s own words, serves as an introduction to our musicians and patrons
from the newest member of our Tuscarawas Philharmonic family
1

Where are you from originally and if you’re not a Tuscarawas County native, what brought you to this area

I grew up in New Martinsville, West Virginia on an 80-acre farm. My parents (who were Pittsburgh natives) decided
they wanted to raise their children in the country, but also instilled a love for music/performing arts. My husband,
Bartolo, is the Production Manager at the KSU Tusc PAC. When he took that position in 2019, we moved here
from West Virginia where we owned a dance/acting studio and directed/choreographed productions at the
community theatre
2

What is your educational background

I was a Musical Theatre major at Point Park University after being a homeschooled student and dancer with a ballet
company throughout high school. I then went on to tour nationally and internationally as a performer and theatrical
Company Manager
3

What is your arts background? Are you a musician

I studied classical ballet through my teen years and decided to pursue performing arts as a career. I was a dancer/
actor/singer professionally on various national tours and in regional productions before turning to theatrical
management in 2006. I don’t consider myself a musician (I was primarily a dancer), although I did have musical
training and still love to sing and play piano with my sons
4

Why did you wish to become Executive Director for Tuscarawas Philharmonic

Theatrical management is something I absolutely love doing and this seemed to be a perfect t – AND I love being
part of Tuscarawas County’s arts community. I have large shoes to ll as Sallie’s successor and I’m grateful to the
board of directors for a ording me this opportunity
5

What do you like about the orchestra and what do you think can be improved upon

I love that it is such a historical part of this community and has such widespread support, largely due to its
incredible leadership. I’m still getting to know the dynamics of the orchestra (which is hard in the age of COVID!),
but I do feel we can involve the community even more and have a larger presence on social media, which is currently
happening anyway due to the virtual requirements for many arts organizations now
6

What is your vision for the future of the orchestra

LIVE PERFORMANCES AGAIN!!! So many people are starved for in-person interaction and I have faith we will
get back to that soon, hopefully stronger than ever! So, if we can keep our energy going and get through this trying
time, the excitement of being back on stage with a REAL audience will be thrilling
We couldn’t agree more! Welcome to Tuscarawas Philharmonic, Clare. We look forward to working with you for
years to come!

Tuscarawas Philharmonic P.O. Box 406 New Philadelphia, OH 4466
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