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It’s a season that combines the solemn 
contemplation of a religious mystery and the 
arranging of cheerful gatherings of friends, 

family, food and fun. For those of us in the 
northern hemisphere, it’s also a season that 
brings on winter as a sharp, bracing contrast to 
the warmth of home and hospitality and invites 
refreshing winter sport and the appreciation of 
the beauty of a snowfall.   

Holidays and family also bring that mixture 
of joy and travail of travel. I expect we all 
have had that experience of going “home 
for the holidays” or driving over the river 
and through the wood “to grandmoth-
er’s house,” and some will, no doubt, 
undertake such a trip in the next few 
weeks.  

The music for this program is 
drawn together around that theme 
of holiday journeys. Hector Berlioz’ 
“L’enfance du Christ” is a gorgeous 
and visionary work telling the story 
of the Nativity and the flight of the Holy 
Family. Two pieces, the “Nocturnal March” 
depicting the procession of Roman sentries 

into Nazareth, and the plaintive “Flight into 
Egypt” open our program.

Other journeys are much less portentous —
none of us needs actually go for a sleigh ride, 
(my grandmother once told me that she thought 
them highly over-rated and decidedly unroman-
tic) as we can get the idea through the musical  
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renderings of the experience by Mozart and Leroy 
Anderson. Three sleigh rides become the subject of 

“Winterreisen” (Snow Journeys).  “The New-Eng-
land Boy’s Song about Thanksgiving Day” is the 
original title of the poem that begins:  “Over the 
river and through the wood,” which was pub-
lished in 1844 by Lydia Maria Child (Google 
her—an amazing woman). 

The melody we associate with the words 
is of unknown authorship. James Pierpont pub-

lished the song “One Horse Open Sleigh” in 1857 
(Pierpont was the uncle of financier J. P. Morgan).  

In “Winterreisen,” both songs are treated to a series 
of variations and are combined in a festive counterpoint 

at the conclusion, but in the middle of the work, there is a 
third “sleigh ride” in a setting of Robert Frost’s “Stopping by 
Woods on A Snowy Evening.”*

“I Saw Three Ships” is a traditional song from England, 
and the ships are a metaphor, but taken literally. They’re 
a means of travel so they fit the theme, and anyway, the 
“Grand Fantasy” combines several traditional Christmas 
melodies in a charming package tour. 

Two children’s books about magical journeys to the 
North Pole have been made into movies with magical mu-
sic to accompany: The Polar Express features a train ride, 
and The Snowman is even more fanciful, though it leaves 
us with a message about mortality: savor the days and 
relationships. 

All of the effort to travel to grandmother’s house is 
an investment that repays, so safe travels, everyone, 
and enjoy the depths and frivolities of this concert 
and the entire holiday season! 

 Eric Benjamin, 
 Music Director and Conductor

*Note: Robert Frost’s iconic poem is on page 4
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Bon Appétit’s 
Best Hot Chocolate
INGREDIENTS

3 tablespoons cocoa powder (preferably Dutch-processed),   
 plus more for serving
3 cups whole milk
6 ounces semisweet chocolate finely chopped
3 tablespoons demerara or granulated sugar
Lightly sweetened whipped cream (for serving)

RECIPE PREPARATION

Bring ¾ cup water to a simmer in a medium saucepan over 
medium-high heat. Whisk in 3 Tbsp. cocoa powder until no 
lumps remain, then add milk and return to a simmer. Whisk 
in chocolate and sugar and cook, whisking frequently, until 
mixture is smooth and creamy and chocolate is melted, 
about 5 minutes.

Divide hot chocolate among mugs. Top with whipped cream 
and dust with cocoa powder.

Recipe by Rick Martinez



Ride the Polar Express at the Dennison Depot
Put on your favorite pair of  pajamas and hop aboard 

the Polar Express for a magical journey to the North Pole!

All aboard for this family re-enactment of the award-winning book, The Polar 
Express,  written by Chris Van Allsburg. Your adventure begins on board a decorated 
train as Storytellers read the story aloud. As the train heads north toward the North 
Pole, festive elves will entertain you with songs, games and activities. Enjoy delicious, 
hot chocolate and chocolate-chip cookies specially made just for you by Mrs. Claus.

When the train arrives at the North Pole, you will see Santa and his workshop out 
your window. (Passengers do not get off the train.) The train stops to pick up Santa, 
who will visit with children on the way back and gift them all with a special jingle bell 
taken from the reindeer’s harness. If you can hear the bell ring…you truly believe! To 
make reservations, call The Dennison Railroad Depot Museum at 740-922-6776.

For more details, visit dennisondepot.org/events/polar-express/.

TICKETS 
$42.................... balcony seating
$50....................... coach seating
$62...................... deluxe seating 
$72................. first class seating  

Private compartments 
(seats up to five) are $450. 
Prices include $3 ticket fee.

DATES
December 6th, 7th, 8th, 

13th, 14th, and 15th

DEPARTURE TIMES
Fridays at 6:00 and 8:00 p.m.

Saturdays and Sundays at 
2:00, 4:00, 6:00 and 8:00 p.m.

Concert Tickets 
Make Great Gifts!

Looking for that perfect stocking stuffer 
or a special gift for a music-lover on your 

Christmas list? Give them Tuscarawas 
Philharmonic concert tickets for performances in 

our 2019—20 season. We have an exciting series of 
programs ahead—The Cleveland Jazz Orchestra, 

string masterpieces with Kaylee Bontrager, 
the University of Akron Percussion Ensemble, and Hey Mavis. 

Order now at TuscarawasPhilharmonic.org
 or by calling 330-308-6400.
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The Cleveland Jazz 
Orchestra is one of the 

great cultural institutions 
of Northeast Ohio, 

and the Tuscarawas 
Philharmonic is proud to 
welcome members of the 
CJO for an evening of jazz 
and jazz-inspired classics 

including the vibrant 
sounds of big band swing, 

jazz classics and 
George Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody in Blue.”

Stopping by Woods 
on A Snowy Evening
Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know.   
His house is in the village though;   
He will not see me stopping here   
To watch his woods fill up with snow.   

My little horse must think it queer   
To stop without a farmhouse near   
Between the woods and frozen lake   
The darkest evening of the year.   

He gives his harness bells a shake   
To ask if there is some mistake.   
The only other sound’s the sweep   
Of easy wind and downy flake.   

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,   
But I have promises to keep,   
And miles to go before I sleep,   
And miles to go before I sleep.

• CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PHILHARMONIC
are tax-deductible. Consider contributing to our many performance and 

educational programs. Give easily and securely 
at www.TuscarawasPhilharmonic.org.

• THE ADULT CHORUS WILL BEGIN REHEARSALS 
for our concert, CHORAL SONGS, 

on Saturday, February 8 from 10:00 to 11:30 am.
Rehearsals will be held in the Performing Arts Center rehearsal room, 

as the ensemble prepares for the March 22 concert.

Program to feature Bach’s Cantata #4 Christ lag in Todesbanden 
Mozart’s Ave verum corpus and works by Samuel Barber, 

Morten Lauridsen and others
—see the website for details.

This year’s performance will be
held at the First Christian Church in New Philadelphia


