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W  hat do you get when you take 20 feet 
of metal and twist it into something that 

resembles a cinnamon bun, stick a tiny mouth-
piece on one end and a big, flared bell on the 
other? You get a horn, or what some call a French 
horn.

Like most instruments, the horn began in a 
simpler form than the form we recognize today. 
It was an uncomplicated loop used simply to call 
the hunt. Crooks were added to help sound dif-
ferent pitches, and eventually valves made the 
instrument versatile enough to be a standard 
member of orchestras worldwide. 

Composer Robert Schumann said, “The 
sound of the horn is the soul of the orchestra.” 
That description may be disputed by musicians 
in other sections, but there is no arguing the horn 
provides color to an ensemble no other instru-
ment can duplicate. It can be merry or mournful, 
playful or regal, the champion or the army or the 
swans or the wolves. It can lumber along in the 
bass clef, reach well into the upper registers and 
sound everything in between.

A horn player can be the featured soloist, de-
livering a soaring melody that tugs at the heart, 
or she can provide harmony that blends 
seamlessly with other instruments.  
And all the while, the horn player 
is aware this instrument is fick-
le. A trickster. Occasionally 
petulant. Needing to be 
coaxed into delivering 
the notes the valves 
and embouchure are 
suggesting.

On April 6, mem-
bers of the Alloy Horn 
Quartet will join us 
for beautiful music 
that—you guessed it—
features the horn. They 
will add soul to the Phil-
harmonic without dispute, 
as they perform Schumann’s 
breathtaking “Concertpiece for Four 
Horns and Orchestra.”

The Sound of the Horn...



Matthew Jenkins 
Jaroszewicz will guest 

conduct on April 6

Matthew is Assistant Conductor of the 
Canton Symphony Orchestra and Mu-
sic Director of the Canton Youth Sym-
phony. He is also Cofounder and Artis-
tic Director of Apotheosis Opera in New 
York City, with whom he has conducted 
fully-staged productions of Wagner’s 
Tannhauser, Puccini’s La Fanciulla del 
West, and Strauss’ Capriccio. On the 
concert podium, he has conducted the 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Litha 
Symphony Orchestra, and Mannes Or-
chestra, along with numerous ensem-
bles. 

Matthew received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Music from Brown Uni-
versity and a Master of Music degree 
in Orchestral Conducting from Mannes 
College of Music as a student of David 
Hayes. While at Mannes, he was a Ju-
lius Rudel Conducting Fellow with the 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, where 
he received mentorship from Music Di-
rector JoAnn Falletta. 

Matthew is a native of Cincinnati, 
where he attended the School for Cre-
ative and Performing Arts before gradu-
ating from Walnut Hills High School. He 
swam competitively and continues to 
train and compete through U.S. Mas-
ters Swimming. He is also an avid skier, 
runner, hiker and devoted baseball and 
football fan.

Alloy Horn Quartet
LIZ DEITEMYER: Liz received her Bachelor’s Degree in Music and Psychology from 
Indiana University. She then returned to Chicago for a dynamic freelance career that 
takes her from the concert hall to the basement jazz club. She enjoys a wide variety of 
musical outlets, including recording with rock bands, developing interactive chamber 
music concerts, accompanying musicals, and playing classical literature.

ANNA JACOBSON: Anna is a musician with a diverse skill set.  Primarily a freelance 
horn player, she has played with many local ensembles, including the Chicago Sym-
phony and Civic Orchestra of Chicago. Jacobson also performs regularly with several 
regional orchestras, including the Illinois Symphony Orchestra and the South Bend 
Symphony. She is also a fiddler, and was the winner of the 2017 Midwest Fiddle and 
Banjo Championship.  
 
KELLY LANGENBERG: Kelly is a classical musician and horn teacher. She currently 
serves as Applied Faculty at Northern Illinois University, North Park University, Univer-
sity of Illinois-Chicago and as an Instructor at Elgin Community College. She has per-
formed in orchestral and chamber music settings throughout the Midwest, including 
the Chicago Philharmonic, Wisconsin Philharmonic, Yucatan Symphony (Mexico), and 
the Cleveland Orchestra. Steven Stroup, principal horn for the Philharmonic, was her 
first horn teacher.

DANA SHERMAN: Dana Sherman is an orchestral and chamber musician. Currently 
the Principal Horn of the Milwaukee Ballet Orchestra, she previously held positions 
as Third Horn of the New Mexico Philharmonic and Acting Associate Principal Horn of 
the Omaha Symphony. In Chicagoland, Sherman has performed with the Lyric Opera, 
Chicago Philharmonic, Elgin Symphony Orchestra, and several other local regional or-
chestras. 

The Chicago-based ensemble will perform with the Philharmonic April 6



•
 

The Tuscarawas Philharmonic will host 
its seventh annual Performing Arts Camp 
this June at the Kent State Tuscarawas 
Performing Arts Center. Registration forms 
are now being accepted for the string and 
chorus programs scheduled for June 10-
13.

Mary Cooper, cellist with the 
Tuscarawas Philharmonic, coordinates the 
STRING CAMP held from 9 a.m. to noon. 
The program is open to all string players 
through 12th grade. 

The CHILDREN’S CHORUS CAMP will  
be held from 1 to 4 p.m. and is designed 
for ages 7 to 14 with no auditions required. 
Laura Barkett, educator and director of the 
Tuscarawas Philharmonic Children’s Cho-
rus, will be coordinator for this camp.

The PERCUSSION CAMP will be held 
from 9 to noon at Buckeye Career Center. It 
will be open to percussionists in the 6-8th 
grades, and Joan Wenzel and Thomas Ro-
blee will coordinate the program.

• Deadline: May 7
 • Cost: $105 ($95 for registrations  
  before April 15)

Visit the website at 
camp.tuscphil.org 

to register and pay online.

TUSCARAWAS
PHILHARMONIC

PERFORMING
ARTS CAMP

Children’s Chorus 
Spring Concert
April 28 • 3 p.m.
The Tuscarawas Philharmonic Children’s 
Chorus will perform a spring concert at the 
Tuscarawas Center for the Arts, featuring their 
full repertoire and guest musicians.

A reception for family and friends will follow.

The 2019 High School Honors Band
The ensemble formed for this year’s honors band breaks the record—with 85 
members, the students will join members of the Philharmonic wind section 
to perform beautiful music.

The schools they represent include: 

Special thanks to Steven Stroup for his expertise in coordinating this 
annual event. He begins at the beginning of each school year, working with 
band directors to select students for our Honors Band. And congratulations 
to each student who puts in the hard work to learn the music and to take the 
stage alongside professional musicians.

• Canton South
• Claymont
• Dover
• Fairless

• Indian Valley
• New Philadelphia
• Newcomerstown
• Sandy Valley

• Strasburg
• Tusky Valley 
• Union Local
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Featuring Elizabeth Estes and Richie Travers
as we indulge in the romance of the rails.

CHUCK KOBB—
PRINCIPAL TUBA
As a tuba player, I am 

used to playing “in the 
background.” So, to get 

the opportunity to share my 
“life story” is both an honor 

and humbling at the same time. 
I was born in Lodi, Ohio, but 

grew up in Dover, Delaware. I graduated 
from Caesar Rodney High School. I played baritone horn (eupho-
nium) for a couple of years, and then in eighth grade my band 
director asked me to switch to tuba. 

Two people were influential in my decision to follow music as 
a career—Mr. Edwin Englehart (Mr. E.), my band director, and my 
mother. Mr. E. obviously influenced me in the direction of instru-
mental music, but it was my mom who made sure I could sing and 
harmonize. I attended Baldwin-Wallace University, where I earned 
a Bachelor of Music Education degree. I taught bands, orchestras, 
choirs, and elementary general music for 39 years (most of those 
years in the Akron Public Schools) before retiring in 2015. As a 

graduate student, I studied choral conducting at Kent State Uni-
versity.  

I have been a church choir director for most of my adult life. I 
am currently serving as the Director of Music at the First Christian 
Church in Stow. Before that, I served 22 years at First Presbyterian 
Church in Akron, where I had the privilege of conducting many ma-
jor choral works by Bach, Mozart, Schubert, Britten, Faure, Rutter, 
and Vivaldi.

In addition to playing with the Tuscarawas Philharmonic, I am 
the Principal Tubist with the Ashland Symphony Orchestra (36-plus 
years). I’m section leader for the KSU Stark Community/University 
Band. I’m also a member of the Canton Concert Band, the Mans-
field Concert Band, the Suburban Brass Quintet, the Resurrection 
Brass, and the Stark County Fair Band. At one time I played eu-
phonium with the Brass Band of the Western Reserve. Thirty years 
ago, I founded the Summit Bells, a community handbell ensemble, 
in the Akron area. 

My wife, Janice, and I live in the Kent area. We have a son and 
a daughter and three grandchildren. Janice is an organist at a lo-
cal church. We have two dogs, a black lab and a terrier, and two 
cats. Do I have a hobby? No, I’m too busy to have a hobby.
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(For Chuck’s full profile, see the blog on our website)


