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Musical Theater—A Timeless Art Form

he genre of musical theater may seem a
relatively new invention, given the millennia
of human history, but it’s actually quite old—millennia-old, in fact. Musical theater can be traced
back to Ancient Greece, when playwrights created productions involving music. Sometimes the
music was in the form of a chorus that sang its
reaction to a plot twist or a main character’s dialogue, and sometimes there were soloists. The
stories themselves remain, but the music has
been lost forever, unfortunately.
The Romans copied the Greeks by incorporating music into their comedies and tragedies,
and they even included “tap dancing.” In order
for dancers to be heard throughout amphitheaters, they attached metal clips to the soles of
their shoes.
Musical theater took on new forms in the
Middle Ages, as traveling minstrels brought their
craft to communities far from the city center. And
during the Renaissance, musical comedies could

be rather raucous as clowns, like Harlequin and
Pulcinella, told stories with flair.
As Western society evolved, so did the musical. The form found a place in the New World,
despite repressive laws. Vaudeville, comedies,
dramas, and stage-wide extravaganzas we still
enjoy added color to the timeline.
Blockbuster shows took hold, introducing
tunes that would stand alone as relevant, singable, and hummable.
Musical theater seems impervious to social
changes and judgment. The form has appeared
through the ages, sprouting up from the ground
level—not base, not crass (generally), not low
art, but earthy and representative of the human
spirit.
We’ll step onto the timeline of history with
our own tribute to musical theater. A Night on
Broadway will be filled with show tunes you’ll be
singing and humming long after the last curtain
call.

Join us in the lobby before
the concert for a fun evening
of wine tasting.
Sample local wines,
and discover your favorites.
Baltic Mill Winery
Raven’s Glenn Winery
School House Winery
Swiss Heritage Winery
Yellow Butterfly Winery
Commemorative glass included.

The Performing Arts Camp 2018 is just around the corner—June 11–14. We
have a record number of students registered but will take late-comers. Find
information and online registration at camp.tuscphil.org.
A thoughtful endorsement from Mike and Elizabeth Lauber:

Our daughter, Ana, has participated in Camp since the start.
We stand amazed each year how much she benefits from—
and looks forward to—a focused week of practice
and performance with other talented musicians.

Classical
Mystery Tour
October 13
Our season opens with
a unique program designed to honor our host,
Kent State University
Tuscarawas, founded 50 years ago. We welcome to the stage
Classical Mystery Tour, one of the foremost tribute bands to
recreate music from Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band,
Magical Mystery Tour and other great Beatles music.

Franc D’Ambrosio’s

Mystical Dreams • March 9, 2019

Featuring the Adult Chorus
and the KSU Tuscarawas University Chorus
We’ll experience music that transports us to worlds that are vivid
but unseen in Five Mystical Songs, Vaughan Williams’ pastoral
settings filled with heavenly images. And we’ll step into Impressionist paintings and breathe the air in Debussy’s hypnotic Nocturnes.

Christmas in New York • December 15 Horns A-Plenty • April 6, 2019

Well … here are some tidings of great joy … Franc D’Ambrosio
returns to reprise his show, Christmas in New York. Joined by
the adult and children’s choruses, Franc takes us on a musical excursion around the Manhattan of his boyhood. It’s all
of your favorite Christmas music packaged in a touching and
humorous memoir delivered by a master performer.

Suites for the Sweet • February 9, 2019
We can hardly wait to introduce you to Avery Gagliano, who will
join us for Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concert No. 2. We’ll complete
this romantic evening with the utterly charming Czech Suite
by Dvorak and the whimsically captivating Masques et Bergamasques by Faure.

A festival of music making. That’s what our April concerts have
become as the High School Honor Band performs band classics.
And we welcome the Alloy Horn Quartet—New Philadelphia native
Kelly Bayer Langenberg and her colleagues perform the thrilling
ConcertPiece for French Horns and Orchestra by Schumann. It’s
a celebration of the power of music.

Symphony Express • June 1, 2019
Who doesn’t like trains? They have a place in our imagination
that is celebrated in song, and for our season finale we’ll indulge
in the romance of the rails. We’ll feature our good friend and
great fiddler Elizabeth Estes and keyboard master Richie Travers
in some favorite songs. It’s a musical excursion tour!

See www.TuscarawasPhilharmonic.org for tickets

Musician Spotlight
PATTI HOOVER—
PRINCIPAL OBOE
Patti Hoover is an Application
Development Architect for
Goodyear, with the responsibility of assuring tire and
compound recipes are downloaded to each plant’s computers correctly.
That’s a big job, and she has
prepared for it with bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from The University of
Akron. It is not Patti’s only job, however.
Patti has been a member of the Tuscarawas Philharmonic since 2000, and until 2017, she played oboe and
English horn with the Ashland Symphony as well.
Growing up in and around Akron, Patti began her interest in
music at an early age. “When I was in the second grade, I just
had to play the violin,” she said, and she received a half-size
violin as a Christmas gift that year.
She took private lessons for a number of years, but because her school system did not have an orchestra program,

she found herself joining band in middle school. She recalled,
“I wanted to play French horn, but because we had a clarinet in
the house, that became my band instrument.”
Not long after, her band director asked if anyone was interested in playing oboe. “My hand shot up in the air, and the rest
is history,” said Patti.
As a university freshman, Patti was a business major, but
she considered becoming a music major. Ultimately, she stayed
the course but joined the campus band, orchestra and ensemble. She was a member of the campus quintet for several
years, and the experience proved to be a highlight of her college
career.
Since 2007, Patti has participated at the John Mack Oboe
Camp in Little Switzerland, NC. She also teaches oboe privately,
with seven students currently. “I’m proud to say that one of my
most recent graduates received a full-ride to Ohio University for
Oboe Performance,” she said.
A resident of Uniontown, Patti stays active with several interests—roller skating, reading, sewing, cross stitching and knitting. “The roller skating that I am talking about is figure skating
and dance skating on four wheels, “ she clarified. “When I competed, I made it all the way to Nationals.”

THANK YOU
As we wrap up our 82nd season, we offer our sincere gratitude to the many
businesses and individuals who have contributed financially to the Tuscarawas
Philharmonic Orchestra and Choruses. Your support has helped fund not only
concerts, but educational programs as well.
• Our Children’s Chorus—now singing throughout the year
• Our High School Honor Band—bringing area students together for an annual ensemble
• Our Performing Arts Camp—providing a unique educational experience every summer
These are all made possible because of your support. We look forward to another year
of continued growth and success.
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