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Leonard Bernstein—An Integral Part of Our History 

This year marks the 100th anniversary 
of Leonard Bernstein’s birth, born Louis 

Bernstein because his grandmother demanded 
he be named Louis. His parents called him 
Leonard unofficially, and he changed his name 
after his grandmother’s death.

His name is not nearly as significant as his 
work, however, as a quick review reveals how 
significant a role he played in various events in 
our collective history.

Not only did Bernstein compose music    
generations continue to enjoy, he was front and 
center for some of our most notable moments. 

Bernstein’s affiliations caught the attention 
of the FBI —you can read his FBI files online. And 
while he was never called on to testify before 
the House Un-American Activities Committee, he 
was blacklisted by the State Department in the 
1950s.

No matter. Bernstein still went on to conduct 
at President Kennedy’s pre-inaugural gala as well 
as at the funeral mass for Robert Kennedy. He 
conducted at the opening concert at the newly 
built Lincoln Center and on tour in the U.S.S.R. 
with the New York Philharmonic.

He participated in a star-studded event for 
participants of the march to Selma, AL, and he 

conducted at peace concerts in opposition to the 
war in Vietnam.

At an event marking the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
Bernstein conducted Beethoven’s Symphony No. 
9, first in West Berlin and then in East Berlin, and 
the performance was broadcast to roughly 100 
million people.

His educational programs touched millions, 
he donated his time to worthy causes such as 
AIDS benefits concerts, and he was even asked 
to host SNL, an offer he declined.

As he wrote in the New York Times:

I want to conduct. I want to play the piano. I 
want to write for Hollywood. I want to write 
symphonic music. I want to keep on trying 
to be, in the full sense of that wonderful 
word, a musician. I also want to teach. I want 
to write books and poetry. And I think I can 
still do justice to them all.

Bernstein certainly did “do justice to them 
all,” and we are honored to pay tribute to his con-
tribution to our historical timeline, sharing the 
stage with clarinetist James Perone and the High 
School Honors Band on April 21 for Make Mine 
Bernstein.

Meet Monte Ball—
Board Member
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The High School Honors Band is an annual tradition for the 
Tuscarawas Philharmonic, and we look forward to working with 

these local musicians each year. The ensemble is made up of 
students from the community, with band directors recommending 

them for participation. Steven Stroup coordinates the band, working 
months in advance to assure everyone involved is in the right place, 
at the right time, and with the right music.

While there are many fine honors band programs available to 
local high school musicians, the Philharmonic band is unique in 
that students play side by side with members of the orchestra, often 
sharing a music stand with a seasoned professional. They rehearse 
together and perform together, and students are able to learn from 
their section leaders, who are often professional educators at the 
university level. 

The Honors Band performs on stage at the Performing Arts Cen-
ter with family members in the audience, which is a treat and an 
honor. 

This year’s ensemble, which will perform with the Philharmonic 
on April 21, includes 60 students from 10 schools. They’ll demon-
strate for us the importance of music education within our school 
systems, as well as the value of community participation. It’s the 

right thing to do.

The Tuscarawas Philharmonic will host its 
sixth annual Performing Arts Camp this 
June at the Kent State Tuscarawas Per-
forming Arts Center. Registration forms are 
now being accepted for the string and cho-
rus programs scheduled for June 11-14.

Mary Cooper, cellist with the Tuscara-
was Philharmonic, coordinates the  STRING 
CAMP held from 9 a.m. to noon. The pro-
gram is open to all string players through 
12th grade. 

The string camp will welcome a special 
guest, Kathryn Griesinger, orchestra editor 
for sheet music retailer J. W. Pepper, who 
will serve as composer-in-residence. 

The CHILDREN’S CHORUS CAMP will  
be held from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and is de-
signed for ages 7 to 14 with no auditions 
required. Laura Barkett, educator and 
director of the Tuscarawas Philharmonic 
Children’s Chorus, will be coordinator for 
this camp.

• Deadline: May 7
• Cost: $95 ($85 for registrations  
 before April 15)

Visit the website at 
camp.tuscphil.org 

to register and pay online.

The High School
Honors Band—the Right 
Thing for the Community

Music enhances the education 
of our children by helping 

them to make connections and 
broadening the depth with which 

they think and feel.

 If we are to hope for 
a society of culturally 
literate people, music 

must be a vital part 
of our children's 

education.     

• YO-YO MA •



To contribute to the Tuscarawas Philharmonic, visit our website for quick and secure 
online donations— www.TuscarawasPhilharmonic.org

MONTE BALL • Monte is a retired professional fund-
raiser who has led successful building campaigns 
for the Performing Arts Center and Union Hospital 
Emergency Center. By serving on the Tuscarawas 
Philharmonic board, he hopes to give back to our 
community and keep this cultural jewel vibrant and 
financially healthy for future generations. Monte 
and his wife, Linda, live in New Philadelphia, 
where Linda is an instructional supervisor at 
Quaker Digital Academy.

Meet Our New Board Member

We have three children in 
the Children’s Chorus this spring, 
and they’re all having a wonderful 
experience. One has taken piano 

lessons for several years and is excited 
to be in a choir that lets him work with 

real sheet music. The younger two 
always come out of rehearsal telling us 
how much fun they had singing. It’s a 

terrific educational, artistic, 
and social program.

William and Delilah Alexander

The TPCC has been
a very positive experience

for our son. Any performances on
stage helps kids build self-confidence.  
As the group is from various schools, 

it allows the kids to get to know 
other people who are not in their 
neighborhoods, schools, or sports 

teams.  The staff associated with the 
program are always very professional.

 Doug Kopp

Look for the Tuscarawas Philharmonic Children’s Chorus
in performance at these events:

April 27 • 7:00 p.m. 
An Evening with the Schoenbrunn Valley Barbershop Chorus 

You won’t want to miss this awesome collaboration between the young singers in 
TPCC and the talented Schoenbrunn Valley Barbershop Chorus. As their special 
invited guests, we get to explore new music and showcase to a whole new audience! 
Where: The KSU Performing Arts Center

April 29 • 3:00 p.m. 
TPCC in Spring Concert 

All collaborations aside, it’s time to showcase everything we’ve learned this semester! 
With the traditional cookie-and-punch reception to follow, this concert is all about 
the kids. Where: First United Methodist Church at 1725 N. Wooster Avenue in Dover.

Children’s Chorus In Performance

Below: Madelin, Jennings, 
and Olivia Alexander
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PHIL SHIRLEY—
PRINCIPAL BASSOON
When Phil Shirley was a stu-
dent at the University of Kan-
sas, he took a job at the cam-
pus library and found he liked 

the work more than he had 
liked any other job. That led to 

an academic focus in library sci-
ence, and he went on to earn his 

master’s degree in library and infor-
mation science at the University of Texas 

in Austin. 
He is now the IT manager at the Cuyahoga 

Falls Library. “I like to work at a place that 
helps the community,” Phil said.

Phil’s other job is that of a bassoon play-
er, and he has been the principal bassoonist 
with the Tuscarawas Philharmonic for many 
years.

While growing up in Tulsa, OK, Phil explored his musical 
interest by learning to play the clarinet in the seventh grade, 
but he switched to bassoon. “I loved it from the very beginning 
because of the weird, rich sound,” he recalled, “and the fact 
that it was unusual.”

He credits Ron Wheeler, the conductor of the Tulsa Youth 
Symphony, as an early influence and mentor.

Phil went on to play bassoon in college, performing with 
the university orchestra and woodwind quintets in Kansas, and 
later with the orchestra in Austin as well.

Now with the Philharmonic, Phil particularly enjoys perform-
ing original works by Eric Benjamin. And on his own time, when 
listening to music for enjoyment, he draws on his eclectic taste 
and often chooses the a cappella group The Bobs or the polka/
rock band out of Texas, Brave Combo. He might even listen to a 
little novelty music from “Weird Al” Yankovic.

Phil and his wife, Anna, live in Akron with their standard 
poodle, Pippa. In their spare time, they enjoy hiking.

Musician Spotlight

For our season finale, the Philharmonic 
and friends will bring some great songs 

and scenes of Broadway to the PAC stage. 
The Tuscarawas Valley has some amazing 

acting and singing talent, and they’ll be 
joining the orchestra in a program of 

favorites. In fact, one conductor will step 
off the podium and take on a long-coveted 

role of Henry Higgins in a famous scene 
from My Fair Lady. It will be a Broadway 

bash, and too much fun to miss.


