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Peter Takács and Beethoven’s Piano Concerto
No. 4 are two great personal acquaintances I
have been trying to make music with for decades.
I met Peter when we were both members of
the orchestral conducting seminar at Tanglewood
in the summer of 1989. Peter, I learned, had studied with the legendary Leon Fleisher who was director of the school that summer. He spoke with
a Romanian accent and brought an impressive
concentration and conviction to his gestures on
the podium. We shared the experience of being
new fathers together, and we promised to keep
in touch.
A few years later, when I was on staff with
Akron Symphony, I reconnected with Peter now
on the faculty at Oberlin College. We called him
to serve as a judge of a piano competition held
by the Akron Youth Symphony, of which I was
conductor. By the way, one of the entrants in the
competition was an astonishing young pianist
from Lyndhurst named Orion Weiss, who won the
competition hands down, as pianists do. Orion returns to perform again with us in April.
Over the years, Peter and I have suggested to
each other that we should do a concerto together
but...so much music, so little time, etc. Last year,
I heard him play a recital of Beethoven sonatas
at Kent State as an out-of-town run for a series
of acclaimed recitals he would perform at Carnegie Hall later that season. I decided then and
there that for my twentieth anniversary with the
Tuscarawas Philharmonic, I would give us all a
present and invite Peter to perform. We agreed
on more Beethoven, and the Fourth became
the final choice.
I got to know Beethoven’s fourth piano
concerto during my high school years. It made
a deep impression on me and has been a favorite ever since, though I have never conducted it nor even heard it in a live performance. It is

particularly congenial Beethoven—elegantly lyrical, ruminative at points, and buoyantly cheerful
in the end.
The soloist and orchestra are in a unique
relationship in this work. How do I mean? Normally, the soloist is the hero who is sort of ushered on stage with fanfare by the orchestra,
which then serves as a backdrop to the soloist’s
musical adventures. In this concerto, the soloist starts all alone—as though he is improvising
in the parlor—and the orchestra comes to life to
join in this intimate music moment. The second
movement is dark and dramatic as the orchestra
states cranky phrases, and the pianist responds
as though commenting on the orchestral bad
temper: “There, there...yes, I know...so it goes....”
All unite in the final bleak phrases that magically transform into the third movement that is
an utterly contented but energetic experience of
making music together. One can think of the work
as an expression of a deep relationship between
musicians that the audience gets to witness and
participate in. And so it will be, as we get to experience this with my old friend, Peter Takács.
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MELANIE AND
BUD WINN
RETIRE AFTER
YEARS OF
DEDICATION

Bud and Melanie Winn
live in New Philadelphia
and have three adult
children and six
grandchildren

Melanie Winn has served the Philharmonic with
great dedication for many years, and this year,
she has retired from her position as general
manager. She’ll continue to sing with the chorus, though, which is how her deeply rooted relationship with the Philharmonic first started.
Melanie began singing long before she ever
heard of the orchestra, of course. When she
was a little girl growing up in Ashland, Ohio, she
recalls being allowed to play outside as long as
she kept singing. “Then my mother could hear
me through the kitchen window and knew I was
still playing in the sandbox,” she said.
After voice and piano lessons during her
school years, Melanie would later graduate from
Ashland University with a BA in English and a minor in music.
Melanie continued to sing, teaming up with
Joe Palmer of New Philadelphia, and the two
sang regularly around the area as a soprano/
baritone duo. They also taught together at
Palmer’s piano studio, while Melanie developed her own voice studio.
Her first experience with the Philharmonic
was in 1973 when she auditioned to sing as a
soloist for a pops concert that February. She
was selected for the group and has continued
to be an essential part of the organization ever
since.
Melanie has played piano for the orchestra, has been a featured soloist many times,
one of which was performing the role of
the mother in the orchestra’s production of Amahl and the Night Visitor.
She later joined the board and
served as the secretary for several
years. She was elected as board president in 1991, and she was hired as
general manager in the late 1990s.
One of Melanie’s goals in managing
the orchestra has been to present the
Philharmonic in a professional light and
to cultivate its brand as a top-quality organization. She has certainly succeeded,
and the Philharmonic will continue with
the benefit of her forward-thinking efforts.
Bud, who is also retiring this year, first
met Melanie when they were both teaching in Medina County. “I walked into the teacher’s meeting, and there was a beautiful girl in
the front row,” he said, “We were married two
years later.”

While Melanie was teaching English in New
Philadelphia High School, Bud was teaching
math and computer classes. His last 17 years
were spent as technology coordinator for New
Philadelphia City Schools. Bud established the
Philharmonic’s first web page and later added
the ticketing and contribution responsibilities to
his job as Philharmonic webmaster.
Bud notes that he also took on the role of
assistant to the general manager by nature of
being married to her, and that came with a task
list he might not have predicted.
He has hauled stands and chairs, has
helped set up rehearsal space and has driven
his own truck, in many cases. Once, Bud even
drove his truck while pulling the big, red sleigh
the children’s chorus uses in the Dover Christmas parade.
Bud’s own musical interest is evident in his
participation in the Philharmonic chorus, Like
Melanie, he began singing at an early age, recalling having to sit beside his mother as she accompanied the church choir. The director invited him
to sing along, so Bud walked in with three hymnals, he said—two to stand on and one to hold.
He is now a regular, adding his bass voice to
the chorus. “Singing the Messiah is one of the
highlights of the Christmas season for me,” he
said.
With his interest in history, Bud has posted
images of every concert program since 1935
onto the website for everyone to enjoy. He has
also kept track of the number of concerts each
musician has performed and noted these with
asterisks in our programs.
Now that the Winns will not be spending so
much time conducting Philharmonic business—
more hours than can be tallied—they’ll pursue
their other interests. Melanie will continue teaching voice and piano students, and they’ll spend
time on their hobby of refinishing antique furniture. They’ll also enjoy their two Model A Fords,
and Bud will spend more time on an intriguing
pastime—he photographs and posts grave sites
for the website FindAGrave.com, where he now
manages more than 28,000 grave sites.
We are grateful for their contribution to this
organization and look forward to many more
years of involvement with the Tuscarawas Philharmonic—we are certainly not saying “goodbye” to this influential couple, as they will forever
be an integral part of the Philharmonic family.

We invite you to become a part of this community’s orchestra, making it
your orchestra, with a tax-deductible contribution. Your investment in the
Tuscarawas Philharmonic Orchestra and Choruses will help assure the
continued presence of this organization as it in turn contributes to the quality of
life in the area through cultural, educational and entertainment opportunities
• an honors choir of singers from local high schools
• a children’s chorus with more than 75 young singers
• an adult chorus performing two concerts each year
• a growing music camp for young musicians
• a performance outlet for area talent
• a venue for new music
contribute on-line or mail your contribution
to the tuscarawas Philharmonic at
P.O. Box 406/New Philadelphia, OH 44663
Contribution Levels
Premier Circle............$5,000 & up
Guarantor..................$2,000-$4,999
Sponsoring.................$1,000-$1,999
Sustaining .................$800-$999
President’s Circle......$500-$799

Conductor’s Circle.....$300-$499
Maintaining ...............$150-$299
Benefactor.................$100-$199
Contributing...............$50-$99
Donor ........................$25-$49

Concert Sponsorship
Guarantor..................$2,000 & up
Co-Sponsor................$500-$999
Sponsor......................$1,000-$1,999

Join us
We’re celebrating Melanie and
Bud Winn at a post-concert
retirement party.
•••
Join us in the lobby after the
October 8th concert for cookies,
punch and a cash bar,
and greet them personally.
Say “thank you,” and add your
name to a giant card for them
to take home as a keepsake.
•••
See you there!

Cut out this notice, and give it to children you know!

#

Preserving the Legacy—
Investing in the Future

JOIN THE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
REHEARSALS BEGIN OCTOBER 15

Open to ages 7 through 14
(no auditions required),
the Tuscarawas Philharmonic Children’s Chorus
will begin rehearsing for the
December 10 performance of
Childlike Wonder with Alex Bevan
•••
We’ll meet each Saturday at 9:00 a.m.
See the website for rehearsal locations—
www.TuscarawasPhilharmonic.org

The captivating enchantment of a fantasy sleigh
ride through New England and legendary
singer/songwriter Alex Bevan in a performance
of As A Child Looks at Christmas Eve with the
Philharmonic Children’s Chorus and the High
School Women’s Honors Chorus.
• It’s a celebration of wonder. •

in the news:

The Tuscarawas Philharmonic makes big news on the stage of the Performing Arts Center
with each performance. But did you know we’re very involved in the community even between concerts? We have lots of news
to report, between announcements for chorus rehearsals, registration for music camps, new educational programs and other
opportunities...keep up with all that’s going on by following us on social media and by checking out our website.

www.facebook.com/
TuscarawasPhilharmonic

@TheTuscPhil

Have you wondered what conductor Eric
Benjamin is up to when he isn’t working
with the Tuscarawas Philharmonic? Eric
has been busy since he was last on stage
with us in June.
• His new composition will premiere at
the Canton Symphony’s opening-night
performance on October 1.
• He has accepted the position of director for the Kent State
Tuscarawas University Choir. He also teaches a music listening
class at the local campus.

TuscarawasPhilharmonic.org

• He continues to teach at the University of Mount Union in
Alliance, as well as conduct the Alliance Symphony.
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