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A concert is not a “concert.” music is not “music.”     
once you get going in this mode, it’s hard 

to stop; but the exercise is useful, as stating 
the negative makes one think outside of the 
usual parameters of what, say, a concert is, in 
order to imagine and construct something that 
means more than a “concert” as it has usually 
been defined and experienced.  

In one respect, the “concert” began as a 
music-delivery system late in the 17th century 
and was then replicated and mass produced. 
through the 20th century, it became a 

fossilized format in which an audience sits on 
one side of a large room, with musicians sitting 
opposite, the twain never to meet.

so, let’s imagine when a concert is not  
a “concert.”

my vision is that of two groups of people 
meeting within the music, all as performers (in a 
fashion) and all as listeners. Viewed from above, 
the epicenter of the two groups is the score on 
the conductor’s stand, and what is generated is 
the unique experience of Art. 

I like to think that this is what has been at 
work in our concerts all along.

As we experience contrary times, we want 
to hang on to things that really matter and 
make sure that what we’re doing is not a mere 
formality, but goes to the heart.  As Tuscaffiliates 
all, meeting within the music, we’ll continue the 
fossil excavation and keep turning the “concert” 
into a transcendent experience.

...to be continued...but you knew that.

tHrouGHout the season, we’ll be sending you 
information just ahead of each concert, letting 
you know what’s on the program, providing art-
ist profiles and featuring various sponsors 
and fans in Patron spotlights. You’ll get 
to know the board members, learn about 
fund-raising opportunities and discover 
some unexpected delights just to keep you 
guessing.

 In this issue, for example, you’ll meet 
Gil snyder, the new board president, and mary 
Bontrager, the concertmaster. You’ll get a sneak 
peek at october’s Halloween extravaganza and 
learn a bit of orchestra history—look carefully at 
the photo from the 1950s, and see if you recog-
nize anyone in the youth choir.

We hope that by adding this extra layer of 
communication to the tuscarawas Philharmonic 
community, we can develop a better understand-

ing of how the orchestra enhances our quality of 
life in tuscarawas County. We’ll become intimate-
ly familiar with everyone involved, from musicians 
to behind-the-scenes personnel to fans. And we’ll 
strengthen our Community around a mutual ap-
preciation for the tuscarawas Philharmonic.

POPS IN THE PARKJoIN us For A

free
CoNCert

September 4, 2011 • 7:00 p.m. • Tuscora Park
Patriotic Tunes • Popular Favorites • Cicadas like Castanets

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the 
Tuscarawas Philharmonic newsletter—State of the Art. 

“Communicat ion  l eads  to  communi ty—
that  i s ,  t o  under s tanding ,  in t imacy 

and mutua l  va lu ing ,”
—Rol lo  May

Eric Benjamin
Conductor

n— Dear Tuscaffiliates  —————  ————————————n



Meet 
Gil Snyder
President

WItH a new performance season comes new 
leadership, and the Philharmonic community 
welcomes Gil snyder as its new board president.

snyder joined the board several years ago 
because he is motivated by wor-
thy causes and good things for 
the community, and he is ener-
gized about his new role as presi-
dent. “I’m really excited about it,” 
he said. “I think the opportunity is 
here for us.” 

His use of the word “us” is no accident, as 
snyder recognizes the need for collective effort 
and the importance of leadership through del-
egation. “I love nothing better than to empower 
others to act,” he declared.

As a life-long native of New Philadelphia, 
snyder is fully invested in the community as 
both a businessman and a philanthropist. After 
college, he followed his father’s lead, as well as 
his grandfather’s, by starting his own real estate 
and appraisal business, Charles G. snyder Com-
pany. He is also a partner in shepperd Investors 
AG, a global real estate business headquartered 
in Zurich, switzerland; and he is Ceo and presi-

dent of Integrity Health Part-
ners, Inc.

snyder has been in-
strumental in bringing out-
of-the-norm music to the 
community. His influence 
was key to hosting local 
performances by the Vi-
enna Boys’ Choir; and to 
staging the long Night of 
music, a four-night event 
held in New Philadelphia 
in 2005. Boosted by 
these successes, snyder 
hopes to bring that same 
far-reaching energy to 
the Philharmonic board, 
saying,  “let’s get out of 

the box and see what we can do.”
Snyder has set specific goals for the 

coming year, just one of which is to take each 
Philharmonic performance from the concept of 

“concert” to one of “event,” where attendees 
are given the opportunity to enjoy the total social 
experience. “I would like people to start coming 
to see the Philharmonic at the PAC because it’s 
the place to be,” he said. And he has a similar 
goal for board meetings, believing they should 
be events people look forward to attending.

the newly installed leader’s optimism for a 
successful season is contagious. “Gil possesses 
a genuine enthusiasm for music and for the 
Philharmonic—I’ve seen it when he sings in 
the chorus—and a strong, imaginative sense 
of community, along with business savvy and 
connections,” said eric Benjamin. “He’s the total 
package, and I am inspired by his presence on 
the board.”

snyder and his wife, tricia, have a passion 
for antiques and historic architecture, and 
the couple doesn’t shy from hard work. After 
purchasing an 1848 home in Gilmore, ohio, they 
set about dismantling the structure and moving 
it to New Philadelphia. throughout the eleven-
month process, they meticulously tagged every 
element from bricks to hinges to doorknobs, 
and they rebuilt the house with respect to its 
architectural style. they plastered the walls 
according to the home’s historic nature and filled 
its rooms with period furnishings and artwork.

snyder put such painstaking work into 
his home because he believes in the value of 
perpetuating the best assets of our community. 
He said he understands that although he has 
paid for his belongings, they will someday belong 
to someone else, and he is merely the current 
custodian. He has the same approach to guiding 
the Philharmonic through the upcoming season, 
saying, “We are caretakers. We want to nurture it 
and make it better than it ever was.” n

“I would like people to start coming 
to see the Philharmonic at the PAC

because it’s the place to be.”

GIL snYder...
• has two children, Kyle and Kelsey
• portrayed a shepherd in Amahl and the 

Night Visitors
• loves a good Gregorian chant
• has been in business for 34 years



I always tell 
my students that 

excellence 
matters.

rustY ANd JANe ANdreWs of dover have been supporters of the tuscarawas Philharmonic for 
several years. rusty teaches third grade at south elementary school in dover, and Jane is an r.N. 
with Ember Home Care. Their two children—Katie Benson, a music teacher in Boston, Massachusetts, 
and trevor, a graduate student at university of massachusetts Amherst—have both performed with 
the Philharmonic, playing cello and viola respectively. “Not only has the Philharmonic provided great 
music for us in the audience, but it has helped inspire our children in their careers,” said Jane. “And 
it’s so nice to have cultural events locally instead of having to drive two hours for a concert.” the 
Andrews attend classical and folk concerts throughout ohio but make a point of attending orchestra 
concerts right here in their own back yard. “Having a state-of-the-art performing arts center is a real 
benefit of living in the Valley,” said Rusty.

A R T I S T  P R O f I l E

Mary Bontrager, Concertmaster

VIolINIst mary Bontrager was once advised to 
steer clear of a career in music, an unacceptable 
profession; but fortunately, she ignored the 
advice and is flourishing as both a performer 
and educator. she has played violin with the 
tuscarawas Philharmonic since 1997 and has 
been concertmaster for three seasons.  

When Bontrager was at the tender age of 
two, her mother learned of the suzuki teaching 
method and decided to enroll her in the nearest 
program. As the family lived in Baltimore, 
maryland at the time, that program happened to 
be at the Peabody Institute.

In keeping with family tradition—her parents 
and other family members were doctors—she 
was on track for medical school, but Bontrager 
entered college on a music scholarship. she 
soon set her sights on music education despite 
her grandmother’s belief the career choice 
would surely lead to misery. With a winsome 
smile, Bontrager said, “I had to prove myself to 
my grandmother.”

Bontrager and her husband, david, have 
three children, Michael (10), Kaylee (8) and 
Abigail (6). When michael was of preschool 
age, Bontrager taught him at home. then came 
kindergarten, and then first grade; and before 
she knew it, she was teaching all of her children. 
“I am an accidental homeschooler,” she said.

this focus has not hindered her role as mu-
sic educator in the least, as Bontrager includes 
music as part of her children’s daily curriculum. 
“I started them on violin when they were little 

bitty people,” she said, 
and they continue to 
play, although Abigail 
prefers the cello.

Bontrager helped 
found the Clm Home-
school Group for which 
she teaches four choirs 
throughout the school 
year. she also orga-
nized the living Water 
orchestra for children, 
and she leads the 
group in performances 
at their church and at 
care centers in the area.

“I always tell my students that excellence 
matters,” said Bontrager, and her goal as an 
educator is to teach them that making music is 
most satisfying when done well. 

Apart from teaching, Bontrager appreci-
ates being stretched as a musician. “I enjoy 
playing pieces I don’t know,” she said, such 
as La Musica Notturna di Madrid by Boc-
cherini, which she performed as part of a  
string ensemble this past April. 

she also looks forward to performing fa-
miliar classics, particularly Rimsky-Korsakov’s  
Sheherazade, which the Philharmonic will 
perform on April 14, 2012. Bontrager will be  
featured throughout the suite, as the solo violin 
represents the title character. n

PATRON
Spotlight
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BetWeeN 1944 and 1965, the Phil-
harmonic society of tuscarawas 
County operated a summer camp 
at Camp muskingum on leesville 
lake. the week-long program of-
fered music studies—symphonic, 
chamber and choral—along with 
drama and art. As many as 200 
students attended each session.

Carol France, a violinist 
with the Philharmonic, attended 
the camp as a teenager, and 
she recalls studying under the 
direction of Gilbert roehm, as well as requisite camp activities, 
such as swimming, crafts and nightly bonfires. “It was just a fun time,” she said. “The people involved 
with the camp were all so dedicated.” 

rev. roy Grams was general director of the camp, and roehm was artistic director. James Baker, 
Vernon Beddows and Betty mcCreary taught as well.  (Photo: James Baker conducts a chorus at Camp 
Muskingum.)

Philharmonic History:

SUMMER CAMP

CONCERT fOR KIDSGAMES • PRIzES • COSTuME CONTEST

october 29, 2011 • 2:00 p.m.

WAtCH For detAIls

comING october 29, 2011

the tuscarawas Philharmonic puts more thrills and chills into Halloween 
with evocative music from Phantom of the Opera, 

Berlioz’ Symphonie Fantastique and other music of the season. 

 special Guests: 

 Chuck spencer
 laura schupbach

A MUSICAl MYSTERY TOUR:
CREEPY ClASSICS

Music, magic and mystery! 


